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Unidentified Danish Americans whose stories have yet
to be discovered and told.
Photo courtesy of Rosie Gunderson Jameson.

MANY AMERICANS are becoming aware of a desire to
perpetuate their cultural heritage. Although some early immigrants wanted to blend into American society and did not
emphasize their cultural traditions, succeeding generations
of Americans of Danish and other descent have discovered
an interest in their intellectual, cultural, and social heritage.

DANISH AMERICANS have an opportunity to participate in two cultures. However, because of a rapid blending
into American society, few enjoy the completeness of this
dual heritage of Danish and American traditions. Fortunately,
many individuals are now discovering that their interest in
Danish culture is shared by others.
THE DANISH AMERICAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
was established in 1977 to explore and record the history of
Danish immigrants-a history reflecting the ideals, strengths
and traditions they brought with them. The Society is committed to stimulating interest in the Danish cultural contribution and to preserving it for future generations.
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Submission Guidelines for The Bridge
The Bridge: Journal of the Danish American Heritage Society appears twice
a year and contains articles and book reviews dealing with all aspects
of Danish and Danish American culture, literature, and history, particularly the Danish experience in North America. Manuscripts can be
more scholarly or more popular in style, but all articles should demonstrate critical reflection and responsible scholarly practice.
Past issues of The Bridge have also contained Danish American memoirs, essays, short stories, collections of letters, and historical documents. Book reviews and review essays in The Bridge deal with Danish
life and history and the broader Scandinavian experience in North
America as well as the Danish American experience. The Bridge occasionally reprints previously published material.
Manuscript submissions should conform to the Chicago Manual of
Style. Please submit an electronic version of the manuscript as an attachment via email in MS Word or Open Office, with illustrations in a
separate file, to Julie K. Allen, Editor of The Bridge, at julie_allen@byu.
edu. It is the author's responsibility to obtain permission to publish
any illustrations included in an article. Please include a brief, fiftyto one-hundred-word author's biography suitable for the journal's
"Contributors to This Issue" section.
All manuscripts are reviewed by the editor in consultation with the
associate editor. However, there is an op tion to have manuscripts
peer-reviewed. Authors who want to have their articles subject to
double-blind peer review should indicate this in their cover letter to
the editor. Accepted peer-reviewed articles will be identified as such
in the published issue of The Bridge in whi ch they appear.

Julie K. Allen
3008 JFSB
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah 84602
julie_allen@byu.edu

Julianne Haahr
278G Memorial Library

University of Wisconsin-Madison
728 State Street
Madison, WI 53706
jehaahr@uwalumni.com
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Editorial Statement
When I was a child, I remember learning a song that began: "Family history, I am doing it,/ my family history./ And the love I feel when
I'm doing it/ Is very sweet to me. / I learn stories of my progenitors;
/ I write their history. / I keep records of my loved ones / On my own
family tree." The song was written by Jeanne P. Lawler, who was born
in Minneapolis, a major Scandinavian American population center,
in 1924, right when the great wave of Scandinavian immigration to
the United States was coming to a close. I loved this song because it
expressed the excitement and emotional satisfaction that comes from
finding stories of our ancestors and making sure those stories are
remembered for our own posterity. Since so many DAHS members
share this passion, we decided to make family history the focus of this
issue of The Bridge, with a range of approaches to the topic that we
hope will entertain and inspire our readers.
Since it can be daunting to get started on tackling Danish patronymics and deciphering the Gothic script of Danish church books and
census records, our lead article in this issue is an introduction to doing family history research into Danish American ancestors, written
by Kara McKeever of the Genealogy Center at the Museum of Danish
America in Elk Horn, Iowa. Once you know how to search productively, the thrill of making family history discoveries is much more
accessible.
In order to illustrate the many exciting stories that emerge from
family history sleuthing, we asked DAHS members to submit their
own family history discoveries to include in this issue. We're delighted to be able to include seven individual family history stories that
showcase different kinds of sources, a range of relationships to the immigrant experience, and a variety of time periods. Our first example is
Johannes Bundgaard Schou's travel diary from 1912, translated by his
son Bertel Schou. This fascinating personal history allows us to follow
Johannes and his brother Niels on their journey, as teenagers, to join
their brother in the United States just a few years before World War
I. The intimate diary form offers a highly personal glimpse into how
they felt about the journey and the places it took them to. This story
forms a pair with our second example, which is a letter that Mar)
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Ann Hansen's grandmother wrote from the S/S Stavangerfjord, on her
journey back to Denmark in 1953 after visiting her son and daughterin-law in Illinois. Many of our ancestors didn't leave behind diaries or
memoirs, but nearly all of them wrote letters to the people they loved.
Even though the content of letters can seem rather mundane, they
give us insights into what our ancestors cared enough to write about.
The next two articles share excerpts from the life stories of two
Danish American immigrants, written by close relatives. The first of
these is Inga Kromann's essay about some of the highlights of her father Hans Kromann's life story, which he wrote before his death. He
immigrated in 1909, along with his brother Maurice, and built a life
for himself and, eventually, his wife Karen, during one of the most
tumultuous periods of American history. Alongside Inga's reminiscences of her father, the fifth article in this issue is Otto Brask's essay
about his maternal aunt, "Moster Marie," whose courageous example
contributed to his own decision to immigrate to the US.
The sixth article, the personal essay, "My Uncle in America," by
Lars Handesten, a professor at the University of Southern Denmark,
also tells of immigrant relatives, but from the perspective of their relatives back in Denmark. Adapted from a talk given to a meeting of
the Danish Academic Network in America (DANA) in New Orleans
in May 2016, this humorous essay explores the love-hate relationship
between Danes and the country that swallowed so many of their relatives, offering up pop culture and dreams of wealth in return.
The last two articles in this issue investigate the long-term effects
of migration on families of Danes and Danish Americans. In researching his own family history back several generations, J0rgen J0rgensen
discovered a plethora of relatives who had emigrated and whose descendants now live in the United States, with whom he was able to
connect after immigrating himself with his wife Birgit. The companion piece to Jorgen Jorgensen's article is Kai Aage Jensen's "Those Who
Stayed Behind: S0ren Nielsen's Family History from Denmark," translated by Erik S. Hansen, which traces an equally fascinating family
tree back several generations, but focuses on those Danes who made
the often-difficult choice not to leave their home and family, but to
remain behind and build the Denmark that we know and love today.
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Each of these stories tells of courage and hardship, joys and losses, dangers braved and goals accomplished. It has been a pleasure
for me to get to know the family histories of a few DAHS members,
and I hope that you will derive as much enjoyment from their stories
as I have. One of the marvels of family history research is not just
how unique each of our ancestors' lives and experiences were, but
also how much their life stories resonate with our own, as they grappled with the challenges of providing for their families, the agony of
deciding which risks were worth taking for the sake of those families,
the excitement of going to new places and starting over, as well as the
nostalgia associated with the places they left behind. By researching
and writing the stories of our ancestors, we are, of course, also writing
our own.
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Contributors to this Issue
Kara McKeever is the Genealogy Center manager at the Museum
of Danish America. She studied English and international relations
and has an master of fine arts in creative writing. She has previously
taught research and writing and managed a small business, and has
long been interested in family history and Danish culture.
John Bertel Schou (Bert) has operated a research station for thirty-eight years on an Iowa farm purchased from his Uncle Bertel. Bert
received a PhD in agronomy from Michigan State University, where
he met his wife Diane, who has a PhD in industrial technology. They
were married in 1974 and have one son. Bert took Danish for a foreign language requirement and now serves on the national board of
the Rebild National Park Society, Inc. He has visited Uncle Niel's two
daughters and their children's seven families in Denmark a number of
times. He has been a member of Danish organizations in America and
has spoken at the Danebod folk school in Tyler, Minnesota.
Mary Ann Hansen is a first-generation Danish American. She is
the daughter of parents who immigrated to the United States from
Denmark after World War II, seeking better economic opportunities.
Most of her relatives still live in Denmark, and she maintains strong
ties with her cousins, aunts, and uncles. She has her master's degree
in plant pathology from the University of Wisconsin and manages
a plant diagnostic lab at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. She
learned to speak Danish while working for the Danish Farm Advisory
Service in 1980.
Inga Borre Kromann was born in Tyler, Minnesota in 1926 to
Danish parents. She attended Tyler High School and went on to earn
a PhD in literary education, education, and psychology from the University of Minnesota. She has served on the faculty of the University
of Rochester in New York, the University of Illinois, and Washington State University, in Pullman, Washington, where she was also an
administrator. She retired in 2001 and is currently living in Seattle,
Washington.
Otto Brask was born and raised in Denmark. He came to the Unit2d States in 1953. He has lived in the Seattle area since 1959. He retired
rom the University of Washington aeronautics department in 1992.
Ie has a keen interest in Danish immigration to the Pacific Northix

west, especially Washington. He has been a member of DAHS and the
Danish Brotherhood for many years, in addition to being active in the
Northwest Danish Association and the Nordic Museum. He is married to Minna Brask, correspondent to Bien, now retired.
Lars Handesten is a professor at the University of Southern Denmark in Odense and a literary critic for Kristeligt Dagblad (and formerly Berlingske Tidende). He has published extensively on Danish
literature, including works by Jens Christian Grondahl, Klaus Rifbjerg, and Johannes V. Jensen. His most recent book is Litteraturen rundt
- akforer i det littercrre felt [All about literature-agents in the literary
field] (2018). He has traveled widely in the US but does not, to his
knowledge, have any living relatives here.
Jorgen Jorgensen grew up on "Hedegaarden," a small farm in
Kildebrnnde a few miles southwest of Copenhagen. As a chemical engineer he gained experience in hardwood pulping for stiff corrugated
boards before he was hired by Proctor & Gamble in Cincinnati, Ohio
in 1957 to help make their new brands Charmin, Puffs, and Bounty
soft and preferred by consumers. Jorgen is proud that he succeeded.
It took only twenty-five years. In the first ten years they lived in the
US, their little family drove through practically all of the states, camping all the way, looking for family members and family heritage sites.
Kai Aage Jensen is a retired small businessman living near Silkeborg in central Jutland. Born in 1933, he's the great-grandson of the
blacksmith from Tjele, S0ren Nielsen. Of his family history he writes:
"My dear grandmother Kathrine and her offspring gave me the urge
to research and write the story of the family that was so much a part
of my childhood. It's been an honor and a pleasure to bring to life
and put faces on earlier generations, whose drive, determination, and
frugality deserve our deepest respect."
Erik S. Hansen is a retired teacher living in Stowe, Vermont. He
writes frequently on topics related to Denmark and the other Nordic
countries. A current project is "a novel of integrated time," with the
working title Harvest of Spring, in which he is attempting to weave together tales from his Danish family past with his own American story
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